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For immediate release 29 March 2010 

 

Synova acquires The Dental Buying Group 

 

Synova Capital (“Synova”), a UK private equity firm focused on the lower mid-market, is pleased to 
announce the acquisition of The Dental Buying Group (“DBG” or the “Business”), the UK’s leading 
provider of dental services and products.  
 
The DBG operates a membership model providing services to over 4500 dental practices across the UK. 
Members pay an annual fee to gain access to DBG’s comprehensive portfolio of products and services, 
including dental engineering and radiography services, health and safety provision and training and 
compliance services. DBG is the only group in the UK that provides such a wide range of services to the 
dental industry, the majority of which are driven by legislative requirements.  
 
As part of the transaction, Synova has partnered with DBG’s CEO, John Rochford.  
  
John Rochford, CEO of DBG commented: “DBG provides through our highly skilled team, a unique set of 
services and products to over a third of dental practices across the UK. I believe that the legislative 
changes targeted at the dental sector combined with a number of new products and services that we 
will bring to market will generate significant growth over the next few years. Partnering with Synova 
during this period will provide us with the financial resources and strategic direction to realise that 
growth potential.” 
 
Philip Shapiro, a Managing Partner of Synova  added: “We are delighted to be partnering with a proven, 
successful and ambitious management team in a market that contains many exciting growth prospects. 
We believe that the Business should benefit significantly from both the increasing regulation of the 
dental sector as well as our investment in additional trainers and practice audit services.”  
 

-Ends- 

Notes to Editors: 
 

1. Synova Capital and the Management Team were advised by: 
a. Corporate Finance – Clearwater Corporate Finance led by Mike Reeves 
b. Commercial Due Diligence – PwC led by Andrew McKechnie 
c. Financial Due Diligence – Ernst & Young led by Cary Wilson 
d. Legal – Travers Smith led by Edmund Reed. 

 
2. Synova Capital invests in UK lower mid-market growth opportunities with a particular focus on companies valued at 

between £10m and £50m. Key verticals include business and support services, financial services, consumer and leisure 
and healthcare. 

 
3. Further information is available from www.synova-capital.com/portfolio/dental-buying-group 

 
4. Details of DBG’s products and services are available from www.thedbg.co.uk  

 
5. Senior debt facilities for the transaction were provided by The Co-operative Bank 

 
For further information: 
 

Synova Capital     Tel: +44 (0)20 7491 5705 

Philip Shapiro, Managing Partner    email: pshapiro@synova-capital.com  

 

Waughton      Tel: +44 (0)20 7796 9999 

Robin Hepburn     email: rhepburn@waughton.com  


